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On behalf of Clean Currents, a Rockville based clean energy marketer, I ask you to oppose SB 690, a bill to 
change the classification of waste-to-energy to a Tier 1 renewable resource under the Maryland 
Renewable Portfolio Standard.  
 
As it is written, SB 690 broadly defines waste-to-energy as a Tier 1 renewable resource. Though waste-
to-energy may be a “renewable” resource in some sense it is certainly not as clean or green a technology 
as the main clean energy sources already in Tier 1. Incinerating waste to create energy releases toxic 
chemicals like sulfur dioxide, mercury, lead, nitrogen oxides and even dioxin. According to published 
reports, one of the proposed  projects this legislation would support, a 120 MW plant in Baltimore, will be 
one of the state’s largest emitters of Mercury and emit record breaking levels of other chemicals. This 
plant will also be situated with close proximity to two schools, where children and teachers spend a good 
part of their day.  
 
The Senate Finance Committee considered whether Waste-to-Energy plants should be part of Tier 
1 when it initially passed the RPS bill in 2004 and the Committee decided these plants should NOT 
be in Tier 1. Nothing has changed in the years since that decision was made, vis-à-vis the 
attributes of these types of facilities. 
 
Proponents of waste-to-energy also claim that the technology can reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
because it reduces the methane emissions of waste that is left to disintegrate in open landfills. They also 
claim that burning waste closer to the source will reduce the emissions associated with transporting the 
waste to disposal sites out of states. However, a more sustainable waste management strategy would be 
to first minimize the amount of waste making it to the incinerator (or landfill) to begin with. This would 
include a greater emphasis and enforcement of recycling and composting. According to the Clean Air 
Council, recycling saves three to five times more energy than that which is created by waste-to-energy 
incineration. At the same time, recycling, re-use, and composting create six to ten times more jobs as 
incineration and landfills.1 Investing in a sustainable waste reduction strategy would not only reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions from landfills and transportation, but would also create jobs and reduce the 
chemical emissions of waste incineration. 
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Waste-to-energy technology is already a proven technology and does not need special incentives like 
truly renewable alternatives such as wind and solar which are not yet cost competitive with non-
renewable alternatives. According to the energy recovery council, there are 86 waste-to-energy plants in 
24 US states in 20102. As a mature technology, waste-to-energy should not receive new incentives, 
especially not incentives that are meant to encourage clean, renewable resources.  
 
A smart approach to waste-to-energy will include a targeted waste reduction and sorting effort, to make 
sure more items are recycled, re-used and composted. We understand that creating job opportunities is 
important now more than ever, but investing in sustainable waste management and other technologies 
can create the also create job opportunities that are being touted by waste-to-energy proponents. And 
these alternatives will not come at the price of damaged air quality and increased pollution. 
 
Waste-to-energy was not originally classified as a Tier 1 renewable resource in Maryland for many 
reasons. Lets not forget those reasons now.  
 
Please OPPOSE SB 690.   
  
About Clean Currents: 

Clean Currents is the Mid-Atlantic's leading independent green energy company offering businesses and 
residents clean, renewable wind electricity and solar installations.  We provide commercial and 
residential green power options in MD, DC, DE, and PA; as well as supply "Green-e" renewable energy 
credits to businesses nationwide.  Since 2005, we have helped more than 7,000 customers switch to clean 
energy. 
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